                                                 HOLY NAMES UNIVERSITY

                                               ATHLETIC TRAINING ROOM

                                           NOTICE OF PRIVACY PRACTICES

The Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996 (HIPAA) went into effect April 14, 2003.  These guidelines regulate the release of an athlete’s Personal Health Information (PHI) as it relates to electronic transactions (insurance billing, enrollment and eligibility verification).  These guidelines do not affect HNU Athletic Training.  An additional component of the HIPAA Guidelines regulates the release of PHI (including information specific to an athlete’s health, injury specifics, etc.) by any healthcare provider. This guideline does allow for release of information in order to facilitate treatment, such as communicating with a host Athletic Trainer, requesting test results, etc., but requires an authorization from the individual.  Under these guidelines: 

· Every athlete is required to sign the form “Release Of Records To & From Holy Names University”, which allows the Athletic Training Staff to communicate with physicians, insurance companies, host athletic trainers and other healthcare providers for the purpose of facilitating treatment of any injury.  One signature covers requests for the entire year.
· The Athletic Training Staff is still allowed to communicate with the athlete’s respective coach & the Strength and Conditioning Coach regarding a specific injury and the athlete’s status.

· Athletic Department Staff (all coaches and staff privy to an athlete’s health status) are no longer allowed to disseminate information to others without the express consent of the athlete.

· Any information released to the media must be at the consent of the athlete.  These releases are by incident and are not covered under the authorizations mentioned above.

In accordance with the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996, HNU Athletic Training Staff endeavors to ensure that the privacy of the athletes is not compromised.  Therefore:
· All Personal health Information collected by the Athletic Training Staff will be stored securely.
· Upon request, athletes may view the information stored in the Athletic Training Room.

· Information will be released by the Athletic Training Staff only in order to facilitate treatment, i.e., treatment protocols to host Athletic Trainers, injury/medical history to physicians or other healthcare providers.

· Information may be requested of physicians or other healthcare providers who have treated athletes in the past in order to facilitate treatment within the HNU Athletic Training Room.

· A detailed log will be kept of all outside requests for an athlete’s PHI (i.e. requests from representatives of educational institutions, amateur athletic or professional sports organizations).
Athletes will be notified upon receipt of such a request by the Athletic Training Staff.

I have read and understand the above Policy on Privacy Practices:         Date  ______________________
___________________________________                              ___________________________________ 

                    Athlete Signature                                                       Parent/Guardian Signature (if under 18)

